
Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own 
righteousness and scorned everyone else: “Two men went to the Temple 
to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collec-
tor.  The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, 
God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m 
certainly not like that tax collector!  I fast twice a week, and I give you a 
tenth of my income.’ 
 

“But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes 
to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O 
God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not the 
Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who exalt them-
selves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalt-
ed.”      Jesus  Luke 18:9,14 

When We Tell God Our Needs We Become: 
 

   ______________to people in every stage of healing 
Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in 
their own righteousness and scorned everyone else 
 

The most valuable possession you can own is an open 

heart. The most powerful weapon you can be is an instru-

ment of peace.       Carlos Santana 
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When We Tell God Our Needs We Become: 
 

   ___________ Society and “station” no longer apply 
“Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and 
the other was a despised tax collector.  
 

Each day holds a surprise. But only if we expect it can we 

see, hear, or feel it when it comes to us. Let's not be afraid 

to receive each day's surprise, whether it comes to us as 

sorrow or as joy It will open a new place in our hearts, a 

place where we can welcome new friends and celebrate 

more fully our shared humanity.   Henri Nouwen 
 

   ________________to expose our true character  
The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank 
you, God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, 
adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 
 

  _______________of His Mercy - that we need most 
God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner 

 

The quality of mercy is not strain'd, 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest; 

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes 
       William Shakespeare 

 

   _____________Right with God - as a Gift of Grace. 
For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be exalted.”   Jesus Luke 18:9,14 

 

My Prayer to Come Back from Crushed 
 

Lord Jesus You know how my spirit and soul have been 
crushed.  You know the way I’ve acted, without humility or 
mercy.  Forgive me.  I long to be right with You.  Thanks! 
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