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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to
the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especial-
ly the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race
God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the
champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy
awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is
seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. Think of all the hostili-
ty he endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give
up. Hebrews 12:2,3

5 Ways the Cross Invites Our Big Hopes & Dreams:

1. of our eternal community in Him

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to
the life of faith
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5 Ways the Cross Invites Our Big Hopes & Dreams:

2. is welcomed as we run to win
let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so
easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set be-
fore us.

Each day holds a surprise. But only if we expect it can
we see, hear, or feel it when it comes to us. Let's not be
afraid to receive each day's surprise, whether it comes to
us as sorrow or as joy It will open a new place in our
hearts, a place where we can welcome new friends and
celebrate more fully our shared humanity. Henri Nouwen

3. provided when our life’s out of sync

We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and
perfects our faith.

4. & The Reason spur our dreams on

Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its
shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.

The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot
be seen or even touched - they must be felt with the
heart. Helen Keller

5. in our heartbreak gives us strength

Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t
become weary and give up.

My Prayer to Come to the Cross

Thank You for my Hopes and Dreams. I’ve spent most of my life mak-
ing them all about me and my goals. I’'m ready to bring them to Your
cross Lord. Lay them down and wait for You to fill them with Your
Presence and give them Real Purpose in Your church. Thanks!
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